
 

C
ath

olic C
u

ltu
re S

ite R
eview

s 
w

w
w

.catholicculture.org/review
s 

Find m
ore links and check how

 any C
atholic w

ebsite is rated on fidelity, 
resources and useability.  

R
ecom

m
en

d
ed

 B
ook

s
1 

A
 B

ib
lical D

efen
ce of C

ath
olicism

 by D
ave A

rm
strong 

A
 “rigorous, Scripture-packed analysis” of the C

atholic faith by a form
er 

Protestant cam
pus m

issionary turned C
atholic apologist.  

 E
arly C

h
ristian

 W
ritin

gs translated by M
axw

ell Staniforth  
W

ritings of the Fathers know
n to the A

postles, including C
lem

ent, Ignatius and 
Polycarp.  
 H

ow
 th

e C
ath

olic C
h

u
rch

 B
u

ilt W
estern

 C
ivilization

 by Thom
as E. W

oods 
A

n eye-opening book outlining how
 the C

hurch had an indispensable role in 
every facet of W

estern civilization, including science, econom
ics, m

orality, law
, 

and fine arts.  
 In

trod
u

ction
 to th

e D
evou

t L
ife by St Francis de Sales 

A
 guide to devout life w

hile in the w
orld. W

ritten by the Saint at a dangerous 
tim

e &
 place, w

here saying M
ass w

as punishable by death, it has never gone out 
of print in 400 years. 2  
 T

h
e Im

itation
 of C

h
rist by Thom

as á K
em

pis 
O

ne of the greatest C
atholic spiritual w

orks, it has been cherished by all 
C

hristians. It is said to be second only to the bible in publication, and has been 
available in over fifty languages. 2 
 T

ru
e D

evotion
 to th

e B
lessed

 V
irgin

 by St Louis M
arie de M

ontfort 
Praised by popes, theologians and m

ystics, this is perhaps the m
ost celebrated 

book ever w
ritten about devotion to M

ary. 2 
 

✠
  

 ‘The Papacy’ Fictional D
ialogue  

©
 C

opyright, w
w

w
.kiw

icatholic.com
 

Taken w
ith perm

ission for The C
atholic Faith apostolate. 

 

Perm
ission is given to reproduce and distribute this booklet for non-profit purposes. 

                                           
1 

Som
e 

of 
these 

are 
available 

for 
preview

 
at 

books.google.com
. 

For 
purchases, 

see 
am

azon.com
 and, in N

ew
 Z

ealand, thenile.co.nz, and jerom
es.co.nz. See also your local 

library catalogue, w
hich can be found from

 nzlibraries.com
. 

2 A
lso available to read online at w

w
w

.catholictreasury.info 
 

         

The Papacy 
   

               
  

A
n Interactive Biblical Exploration

 
        

D
ow

nload, Print, Propagate.  
w

w
w

.TheC
atholicFaith.info 



 

T
h

e P
ap

acy 
 This is a fictional dialogue betw

een a C
atholic and a non-denom

inational 
C

hristian, w
hich explores the N

ew
 Testam

ent evidence for the prim
acy of Peter 

and w
hat this m

eans w
ith regard to C

atholic claim
s about the role of Peter's 

successors.  

In
trod

u
ction

 

[W
e're at w

ork. Every w
eek som

e of the C
hristians at w

ork get together for 
prayer and Bible study. N

ow
 it just so happens that the place w

here you w
ork is 

predom
inantly C

atholic. O
ne of the prayers is this (and this is a serious prayer):] 

 C
ath

olic: D
ear Lord Jesus, I pray for our H

oly Father Pope John Paul and for his 
prayer intentions. Please keep him

 in good health, and bless and strengthen 
him

 in his m
inistry. A

m
en. 

 [A
fter the prayer tim

e is over, the non-C
atholic starts to speak:]  

T
h

e D
ialogu

e 

N
on

-C
ath

olic: H
ey, you know

 that prayer for the intentions of the pope? W
ell, I 

think he's a great guy and everything, but you guys need to know
 that this 

w
hole papacy thing is really unbiblical. I don't need a pope to tell m

e w
hat to 

believe. It's all right here in the W
ord of G

od! A
nd you shouldn't call him

 
“H

oly Father”, either - the Bible says “C
all no m

an 'Father'“. Look at all the 
w

ealth and pow
er he has - the pope takes glory that belongs to C

hrist alone. 
It's no w

onder som
e people think that the pope is the anti-C

hrist, the w
ay 

popes have behaved in the past and the w
ay they stand betw

een the believer 
and the Lord Jesus! A

nd how
 can you guys think the pope is infallible - there 

have been tons of bad popes, even Peter got told off by Paul for getting things 
w

rong! 
C

: H
ey, stop being so subtle Brendan - tell us w

hat you really think. 
N

C
: I am

 telling you - it's unbiblical. That's all, plain and sim
ple. There's no 

papacy in the Bible. 
C

: Sure there is. 
N

C
: N

o there isn't. 
C

: Sure there is. 
N

C
: N

ope, sorry. 
C

: Look, you m
ust know

 w
here w

e're gonna take you.  
 

Y
eah, w

e're gonna take you to M
atthew

 16. C
heck this out: 

13 N
ow

 w
hen Jesus cam

e into the district of C
aesarea Philippi, he asked 

his disciples, “W
ho do m

en say that the Son of m
an is?” 14 A

nd they said, 
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S
u

ccession
 

N
C

: O
K

, look, I can agree that Peter w
as fairly im

portant figure in the G
ospels 

and so on. H
e w

as obviously a leader of the C
hurch. But that doesn't m

ean 
that any special job he had w

as passed on to the people w
ho cam

e after him
, 

does it? 
C

: W
ell, do you think there w

as a need for leadership in the C
hurch after Peter 

died? W
as everything plain sailing for the C

hurch after the first century? 
N

C
: W

ell, no, there w
ere heresies and persecutions... 

C
: Exactly. The C

hurch has alw
ays needed a strong leadership, and there have 

been tim
es in history w

hen the Bishop of R
om

e has been alm
ost alone in 

standing firm
 against heresy. R

em
em

ber, Jesus is the son of D
avid and the 

new
 K

ing of Israel, and he reestablished the office of “prim
e m

inister”, like the 
D

avidic kings used to have. H
e gives that office to Peter. A

nd in the O
ld 

C
ovenant, that job had successors - it w

as passed on - and it's the sam
e in the 

N
ew

 C
ovenant.  

 
I m

ean, if you think about it, Jesus' K
ingdom

 is gonna last till the end of 
tim

e, right? 
N

C
: Y

eah... 
C

: So there is no good reason to think that the office of prim
e m

inister w
on't last 

till the end of tim
e as w

ell. A
nd you w

ant to be part of a “N
ew

 Testam
ent” 

kind of C
hurch, don't you? 

N
C

: W
ell, yeah... 

C
: W

ell, G
od's people have alw

ays had som
e sort of hierarchical leadership, 

right through the O
ld and N

ew
 Testam

ents, so if w
e're gonna be a real N

ew
 

Testam
ent 

C
hurch, 

it's 
perfectly 

reasonable 
to 

expect 
a 

sim
ilar 

sort 
of 

leadership. 
Peter 

w
as 

obviously 
the 

head 
of 

the 
C

hurch 
after 

C
hrist's 

ascension, and there's no good reason to think that the fundam
ental structure 

of the C
hurch should change after he died. 

N
C

: W
ell, that's all very interesting, and there is quite a lot to think about there, 

but you haven't really talked about infallibility - I m
ean, Peter w

as told off by 
Paul for not acting in accordance w

ith the G
ospel - doesn't sound very 

infallible to m
e! A

nd I know
 for a fact that lots of popes have been very fallible 

sinful m
en. Plus you've got the problem

 that Peter never even w
ent to R

om
e 

anyw
ay, w

hich m
akes it strange that you think he'd be Pope there. I m

ean, 
Paul w

rote a big long letter to the R
om

ans and never greeted Peter once! Bit of 
an oversight, forgetting the Pope like that, don't you think? A

nd Peter w
as 

m
arried, but not your Pope! A

nd you call him
 “H

oly Father” w
hen Jesus says 

“call no m
an 'father'“. A

nd... [cue bells - back to w
ork.] 

C
: H

ey, hang on, just w
ait a second. Every one of those points has a reasonable 

C
atholic response. But w

e're out of tim
e now

, w
e've gotta get back to w

ork. 
M

aybe next w
eek? 

N
C

: Y
eah, m

aybe next w
eek. See you then. 

 

“Som
e say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jerem

iah or one 
of the prophets.” 15 H

e said to them
, “But w

ho do you say that I am
?” 16 

Sim
on Peter replied, “Y

ou are the C
hrist, the Son of the living G

od.”
 17 

A
nd Jesus answ

ered him
, “Blessed are you, Sim

on Bar-Jona! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but m

y Father w
ho is in heaven. 

18 
A

nd I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I w
ill build m

y church, and 
the pow

ers of death shall not prevail against it. 19 I w
ill give you the keys 

of the kingdom
 of heaven, and w

hatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and w

hatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.”  

P
eter an

d
 th

e R
ock

 

N
C

: That passage doesn't prove anything! I know
 you guys think that Peter is 

the rock, but he's not. Jesus is the rock. 
C

: Y
ou know

 that Peter m
eans rock, don't you? 

N
C

: I know
 that's w

hat you think. But if you look at the G
reek, you'll see that 

there are tw
o different w

ords there. The G
reek of the passage says “you are 

Petros, and on this petra I w
ill build m

y church”. Petros m
eans “sm

all stone”. 
That's the nam

e Jesus gave to Peter. But Petra m
eans “big rock”, and that's 

w
hat Jesus said he'd build his C

hurch on. Bet you didn't know
 that! Jesus is 

the big rock. 
C

: C
om

e on Brendan, every C
atholic w

orth his salt has heard that objection 
before, and it just doesn't fly. There's a reason for that difference in the G

reek: 
in G

reek, nam
es of things have gender, like they do in French and Spanish and 

lots of other languages. So Peter can't be called “Petra” because that's a 
fem

inine noun and it w
ould be like giving him

 a girl's nam
e, like that chick on 

TV
. To translate into G

reek the best M
atthew

 can do is say “Petros” w
hich is a 

m
asculine w

ord, and is suitable to apply to a m
an. O

therw
ise it'd be like m

e 
calling you “Brenda”. 

N
C

: They're still different w
ords: petros is Peter the little pebble, and Jesus is 

petra, the big rock. 
C

: A
ctually, they don't have a different m

eaning. There w
as once a distinction 

betw
een them

, in ancient G
reek poetry, but by the tim

e of the G
ospels, the 

w
ords m

eant the sam
e thing. So your argum

ent just doesn't w
ork. A

nd I'm
 not 

m
aking this up, this is w

hat Protestant G
reek scholars are saying. They m

ay 
not believe in the Papacy, but they know

 that the Petra/Petros distinction is 
only a gram

m
ar thing and not a difference in m

eaning. There's a w
hole other 

w
ord for sm

all stone in G
reek: lithos. 

N
C

: H
ey, even if petros and petra m

ean the sam
e thing, Jesus m

ust have m
ade 

things clear w
ith his gestures or tone of voice or som

ething, like “you 
[pointing to Peter] are Peter, and on this rock [pointing to him

self] I w
ill build 

m
y C

hurch”. 



 

C
: I thought you w

ere big on the Bible alone? D
oesn’t this w

ishful thinking and 
pantom

im
e and stuff about how

 Jesus m
ight have been w

aving his arm
s 

around go against your principle of the Bible by itself being all you need? 
Besides, Jesus probably w

asn't even speaking in G
reek, he w

as speaking 
A

ram
aic, the local language. A

nd in A
ram

aic the w
ord is the sam

e: “kepha”. 
So Jesus said “Y

ou are kepha and on this kepha I w
ill build m

y church”. Even 
Protestant scholars say it's unquestionable that A

ram
aic is the language 

underlying this passage. That's w
hy in John's G

ospel, chapter 1, Jesus calls 
Peter “C

ephas”, w
hich is how

 you'd say “kepha” in G
reek if you just took the 

w
ord straight across from

 A
ram

aic instead of translating it like M
atthew

 does. 
A

nd w
hat about the keys? In verse 19, Jesus says to Peter “I w

ill give you the 
keys of the kingdom

 of heaven, and w
hatever you bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven, and w
hatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  

Jesu
s, P

eter an
d

 th
e K

eys 

N
C

: Y
eah, w

ell, that's obviously talking about how
 Peter can preach the G

ospel, 
w

hich is the key to eternal life. 
C

: N
o-one else is given the keys though, are they? But there's a lot m

ore here 
than just a nice m

etaphor. A
re you up w

ith the O
ld Testam

ent background to 
w

hat Jesus w
as saying? 

N
C

: U
h, I can't say I've ever actually checked it out for m

yself... 
C

: W
ell, Jesus w

as referring to Isaiah 22. There w
e have Isaiah m

aking a 
prophecy about a m

an w
ho is to take over the job of prim

e m
inister in the 

kingdom
 of Judah. H

ere's w
hat it says, starting at verse 20: 

20 In that day I w
ill call m

y servant Eliakim
 the son of H

ilkiah, 21 and I w
ill 

clothe him
 w

ith your robe, and w
ill bind your girdle on him

, and w
ill 

com
m

it your authority to his hand; and he shall be a father to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem

 and to the house of Judah. 22 A
nd I w

ill place on 
his shoulder the key of the house of D

avid; he shall open, and none shall 
shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. 

See, the role that Jesus w
as giving Peter w

as like the role that w
as given to 

Eliakim
 a few

 hundred years before. Eliakim
 w

as the Prim
e M

inister over the 
D

avidic 
kingdom

, 
the 

kingdom
 

prom
ised 

by 
G

od 
to 

D
avid 

and 
his 

descendants. Jesus w
as a descendent of K

ing D
avid, and he appointed Peter as 

the Prim
e M

inister over his kingdom
, the C

hurch. The job of Prim
e M

inister 
had already been around for several hundred years w

hen Isaiah m
ade this 

prophecy. It had been set up by K
ing Solom

on, and w
as a lot like the job that 

Joseph had in the book of G
enesis w

hen the Pharaoh put him
 in charge of 

Egypt. 
A

nyw
ay, in this passage from

 Isaiah, the king delegates his authority, so the 
Prim

e M
inister is able to speak w

ith the authority of the king. A
nd Jesus is 

setting up Peter to do the sam
e thing. It's interesting how

 it says “he w
ill be a 

 

father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem
 and to the house of Judah”. This is just 

like how
 w

e call the Pope our H
oly Father. 

The Prim
e M

inister is given the key of the house of D
avid, just like Peter is 

given the keys of the kingdom
 of heaven. A

nd the person w
ith these keys can 

open and shut, just like Peter can bind and loose. 
N

C
: H

ey, Jesus is the one w
ith the keys. Look in R

evelation 3 verse 7, w
here it 

says that Jesus “has the key of D
avid, w

ho opens and no one shall shut, w
ho 

shuts and no one opens”. 
C

: Y
eah, but that just reinforces the fact that it is Jesus w

ho is w
atching over and 

protecting w
hat is being done w

ith those keys. A
nd that's just M

atthew
 16. 

There's a bunch of other Scriptures that w
e ought to talk about. H

ave a look at 
Luke 22:31-32. 

“S
tren

gth
en

 Y
ou

r B
reth

ren
” 

N
C

: O
K

, Jesus is at the Last Supper, and he says:  
31 “Sim

on, Sim
on, behold, Satan dem

anded to have you, that he m
ight sift 

you like w
heat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith m

ay not fail; 
and w

hen you have turned again, strengthen your brethren.”  
That's hardly a proof text for the papacy, saying Satan dem

anded to have your 
first pope. 

C
: W

ell, the interesting thing here is that w
hen Jesus says “Satan dem

anded to 
have you”, the “you” is in the plural, so he's talking about all the apostles. But 
w

hen Jesus says “I have prayed for you that your faith m
ay not fail”, that's in 

the singular, w
hich m

eans that it's just Peter he's praying for. A
nd then he 

says “w
hen you have turned again, strengthen your brethren”. So w

hat w
e see 

is that Peter is protected by Jesus' prayer, so he w
ill be able to display the 

rock-like qualities that the church w
ill need; Jesus w

ill support him
 so that 

he'll alw
ays strengthen his brethren and not lead them

 into error. 
A

nother passage along the sam
e lines is John 21:15-17. This is w

here Jesus 
says to Sim

on Peter, “Sim
on, son of John, do you love m

e?” three tim
es, and 

Peter says “Y
ou know

 I love you”, and Jesus says “Feed m
y lam

bs... tend m
y 

sheep... feed m
y sheep”.  

“Feed
 M

y S
h

eep
” 

N
C

: Y
eah, but that's just Jesus letting Peter know

 that he's forgiven after 
denying him

 three tim
es. 

C
: W

ell, it is that, but it's also a com
m

issioning to be a shepherd of the flock of 
Jesus, w

hich is the C
hurch. I m

ean, w
ho's the G

ood Shepherd? 
N

C
: Jesus is. 

C
: Y

ep, and here he's clearly delegating som
e sort of shepherdly authority to 

Peter, isn't he?  


