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M
ary 

This is a fictional dialogue betw
een a C

atholic and a non-denom
inational 

C
hristian, w

hich explores the reasons for the honour C
atholics give to M

ary. 

T
h

e S
cen

ario 

A
 C

atholic is on an airplane, sitting in the w
indow

 seat reading a book about 
M

ary, w
ith the C

atechism
 open in his lap as w

ell, w
aiting for the plane to take 

off. H
e's joined by a guy w

ho sits dow
n in the seat next to him

, sm
iles, says 

hello, and starts listening to a w
alkm

an. The C
atholic gets out his Bible to 

double-check a reference, and his com
panion notices and they start talking. 

 N
on

-D
en

om
in

ation
al C

h
ristian

: [Loudly] H
ey, is that a Bible you've got there? 

C
ath

olic: Y
ep. 

N
D

C
: Y

ou're a C
hristian then? W

here do you fellow
ship? 

C
: O

ur Lady of the A
ssum

ption parish, in tow
n. 

N
D

C
: So you're a C

atholic? 
C

: Y
ep. Y

ou? 
N

D
C

: I'm
 a non-denom

inational C
hristian. W

e have “no banner but C
hrist”! So, 

ah, w
hat's that book you're reading then?  

M
oth

er of G
od

 

C
: It's called H

ail, H
oly Q

ueen: The M
other of G

od in the W
ord of G

od
1. It's 

very good. 
N

D
C

: H
ey, w

ould you m
ind if I asked you a few

 questions? I've just com
e from

 
a Biblical prophecy conference w

here one of the speakers w
as an ex-C

atholic. 
H

e w
as supposed to talk about current events in Israel and the book of 

R
evelation, but he m

ainly just w
ent on and on about how

 the C
atholic C

hurch 
is the, uh, the W

hore of Babylon and how
 you guys w

orship M
ary and how

 
the Pope's gonna lead the com

ing one-w
orld governm

ent and all that sort of 
stuff. N

ow
, the only C

atholic I know
 is the cleaning lady at w

ork and she 
doesn't strike m

e as an evil supporter of the A
nti-C

hrist, so I thought it m
ight 

be best to get the story straight from
 the horse's m

outh, so to speak. 
C

: Fair enough. 
N

D
C

: So w
hen I cam

e to the airport I told the H
oly Spirit that the first C

atholic I 
saw

 I'd ask about som
e of that stuff. So here w

e are. Y
ou're an answ

er to 
prayer. 
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 book by Scott H
ahn w

ho, form
erly as a Presbyterian m

inister, despised M
arian devotion. 

Today, he is one of the forem
ost apologists for the C

atholic faith, having w
ritten num

erous 
books including Lam

b’s Supper: T
he M

ass as H
eaven on E

arth, and R
om

e Sw
eet H

om
e, w

hich 
details his conversion to the C

atholic faith.  
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 C
ath

olic A
n

sw
ers 

w
w

w
.catholic.com

 
O

ne 
of 

the 
m

ost 
com

prehensive 
and 

indispensable 
w

ebsites 
for 

C
atholic 

apologetics (defence of C
atholic doctrines). H

ave a brow
se, and try the “Q

uick 
Search” box on the top left of the page to look up any topic.  
 R

ad
io R

ep
lies 

w
w

w
.icatholicism

.net/apologetics/radio-replies.htm
l 

The fam
ed anthology of questions and answ

ers about virtually any topic on the 
faith.  
 N

ew
 A

d
ven

t 
w

w
w

.new
advent.org 

A
 giant resource w

ebsite w
hich includes the C

atholic Encyclopedia, Early 
C

hurch 
Fathers’ 

w
ritings, 

the 
Bible, 

and 
St. 

Thom
as 

A
quinas’ 

theological 
m

asterpiece, Sum
m

a Theologica.  
 



 

“S
h

ow
 it to M

e in
 th

e B
ib

le!” 

N
D

C
2: Look, you can m

ake this necrom
ancy business sound all fine and dandy, 

but you show
 m

e som
ew

here in the Bible that says it's O
K

 to com
m

unicate 
w

ith anyone in heaven besides G
od! 

C
: Brandon, there's now

here in the Bible that says som
ething has to be in the 

Bible for it to be O
K

. The Bible's not som
e legalistic contract or som

ething that 
just creates tiny little pockets of freedom

 for stuff w
e're allow

ed to do. W
e're 

free in C
hrist, and as long as w

e are consistent w
ith his principles, w

e're fine. 
A

nd w
e are being consistent: the saints are still part of the body of C

hrist, so 
w

e can ask them
 to pray for us just like w

e'd ask any other C
hristian brother 

or sister to pray for us. 
N

D
C

2: Y
ou're arguing just like a Jesuit. 

C
: I'm

 not finished. Y
ou can't show

 m
e w

here the Bible says “everything w
e're 

allow
ed to do m

ust be in the Bible”, so you're the one w
ith a problem

 in your 
belief system

 here. But even though I don't have to, I'll answ
er your question 

anyw
ay: 

you 
asked 

w
here 

the 
Bible 

says 
it's 

O
K

 
to 

com
m

unicate 
w

ith 
som

eone in heaven besides G
od - read Psalm

 103:20-21. 
N

D
C

2: “Bless the LO
R

D
, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his 

com
m

andm
ents, hearkening unto the voice of his w

ord. Bless ye the LO
R

D
, all 

ye his hosts; ye m
inisters of his, that do his pleasure.” 

C
: Y

ou see? H
ere w

e have a Psalm
 w

here w
e ask the angels and the hosts of 

heaven to w
orship the Lord w

ith us. The angels and the hosts of heaven are 
not 

G
od, 

but 
they're 

still 
part 

of 
the 

body 
of 

C
hrist, 

so 
w

e're 
still 

in 
com

m
union w

ith them
, through Jesus. 

N
D

C
2: Y

ou're a Jesuit, no doubt about it. 
C

: C
om

e on, Brandon. I've show
n you that asking the saints in heaven to pray to 

G
od on our behalf is no different, in principle, from

 m
e asking you to pray for 

m
e that I have a safe airplane trip. A

nd I'll tell you w
hat: if w

e crash, and I die, 
you just say the w

ord, and I'll pray for you! 
N

D
C

2: Thanks. I think. W
ell, I've gotta go and slap som

e sense back into m
y 

brother. I'll think about w
hat you said, but don't go asking any saints to pray 

for m
e, O

K
? [G

ets up and goes back to seat] 
C

 [quietly]: Sorry, too late. [Puts on long black robe, collar, starts reading 'Jesuit 
M

onthly' (headline: “H
ow

 I Infiltrated the U
nited N

ations”)]. 
 

 

C
: W

ell, hey, lucky m
e. So w

hat can I help you w
ith, Brendan? 

N
D

C
: H

ow
'd you know

 m
y nam

e? 
C

: W
ord of K

now
ledge. It's the H

oly Spirit, you know
 how

 it is... 
N

D
C

: H
ey, so you guys actually have the H

oly Spirit in the C
atholic C

hurch? 
C

: Sure. Plus you're still w
earing your nam

e tag from
 the conference. 

N
D

C
: H

m
m

. V
ery funny. O

K
, here's a copy of the notes from

 the conference 
[hands over copy of notes]. Since you're reading a M

ary book, m
aybe that's 

w
hat w

e could talk about. It seem
s to m

e like you guys give her a w
hole lot of 

attention that, to be honest w
ith you, seem

s very unbiblical. Y
ou know

, you 
call her the “M

other of G
od”, “Q

ueen of H
eaven” - all sorts of w

eird stuff. 
This guy at the conference said you even w

orship her. N
ow

, I think he w
as 

probably going a little bit overboard - he did seem
 kind of out there, you 

know
, a few

 sinners short of an altar call, if you get m
y m

eaning. But even if 
he's only half right, that still leaves a bunch of problem

s, it seem
s to m

e. Y
ou 

guys do believe the Bible, don't you? 
C

: Sure w
e do. C

atholics w
rote half of it. 

N
D

C
: U

h, right. W
ell, w

hatever, I got a lot of respect for the C
atholic C

hurch, 
you know

, how
 they stand firm

 against abortion and euthanasia and divorce 
and stuff - but it w

ould really reassure m
e if you could give m

e som
e sort of 

insight into this M
ary stuff, 'cause it sure looks dodgy to m

e. 
C

: Sure, I'd be happy to help. W
here shall w

e start? 
N

D
C

: D
o you w

orship M
ary? 

C
: O

nly in M
ay. Just kidding! N

ope, there's rules against that sort of thing. H
ere, 

do you know
 w

hat this is? [holds up C
atechism

.] 
N

D
C

: W
ell, it's not the Bible. 

C
: N

o, it's the C
atechism

 of the C
atholic C

hurch. 2 It's w
here you look if you 

w
ant to find out w

hat the C
hurch really teaches about anything. A

nd w
hen 

w
e look up w

hat it says about w
orshipping anything besides G

od, it says 
“Idolatry consists in divinizing w

hat is not G
od. M

an com
m

its idolatry 
w

henever he honors and reveres a creature in place of G
od” (C

C
C

, #2113). 
M

ary's a creature, right, she w
as created by G

od? So w
e're not allow

ed to 
w

orship her. N
ot that w

e w
ant to. She's cool, but only G

od is cool enough to 
w

orship. 
N

D
C

: W
ell, w

hat about this “M
other of G

od” stuff? Isn't that like saying she 
cam

e before G
od, or she created G

od, or som
ething like that? 

C
: W

ell, you need to know
 w

hat w
e m

ean w
hen w

e say “M
other of G

od”. W
e 

are not saying M
ary is the m

other of the Trinity, or that M
ary existed before 

G
od did. Y

ou know
, I w

as at a sem
inar once w

here the speaker w
as bagging 

the term
 “M

other of G
od”. H

e said that M
ary didn't exist before G

od, so she 
couldn't have been the m

other of G
od. 

N
D

C
: M

aybe it w
as the sam

e guy! 
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m

ended Links and R
esources tow

ard the back of the booklet for m
ore details.   



 

C
: C

ould've been. But w
hat he didn't get w

as, w
hen w

e are talking about M
ary 

the m
other of G

od, w
e are talking about G

od the Son, the second person of the 
Trinity, our Lord Jesus C

hrist. N
o Bible-believing C

hristian denies that Jesus is 
G

od. So m
aybe it's best to look at it like this: (a) M

ary is the m
other of Jesus; 

(b) Jesus is G
od; therefore (c) M

ary is the m
other of G

od. Sim
ple, really. 

N
D

C
: W

ell, I dunno... 
C

: Let m
e put it this w

ay: you believe that Jesus, w
hen he w

as w
alking around 

Palestine healing people and doing m
iracles and stuff, w

as G
od, right? 

N
D

C
: Y

ep. 
C

: A
nd w

hen he w
as a kid and he got left behind at the tem

ple, he w
as G

od 
then? 

N
D

C
: Y

ep. 
C

: A
nd w

hen he w
as a little baby and the shepherds and w

ise m
en cam

e and 
w

orshipped him
, he w

as G
od then? 

N
D

C
: Y

ep. 
C

: A
nd w

hen he w
as being born, he w

as G
od then? 

N
D

C
: W

ell, yep. 
C

: A
nd w

hen he w
as in M

ary's w
om

b, he w
as G

od then? 
N

D
C

: Y
ep, I guess so. 

C
: So w

hat w
ould that m

ake M
ary? 

N
D

C
: W

ell, yeah, O
K

, the m
other of G

od. G
od the Son, not G

od the Father. 
C

: Y
ep, that's exactly it. W

ay to go. 
N

D
C

: W
ell, O

K
, that kinda m

akes sense. But w
hy m

ake such a big deal out of it 
anyw

ay? 
C

: W
ell, there w

as a reason for it, actually. The title “M
other of G

od” is really 
quite im

portant. It com
es from

 the G
reek w

ord Theotokos, or “G
od-bearer”, 

w
hich w

as used at the C
ouncil of Ephesus in 431A

D
 to defend the doctrine of 

Jesus' divinity against heretics w
ho w

ere saying that there m
ay have been a 

point in tim
e w

hen Jesus w
as not fully G

od and fully m
an. But the C

ouncil 
sorted it out, and pretty m

uch everyone has believed that M
ary is the M

other 
of G

od ever since, even the Protestant R
eform

ers. It's only people w
ho haven't 

really thought about it properly that have a problem
 w

ith it. 
A

nd it's Biblical anyw
ay - w

e call Jesus “Lord” because he's G
od, and in 

Luke 1:41, w
hen M

ary visits her cousin Elizabeth, Elizabeth says, 'Blessed are 
you am

ong w
om

en, and blessed is the fruit of your w
om

b! A
nd w

hy is this 
granted m

e, that the m
other of m

y Lord should com
e to m

e?'“  

Jesu
s D

id
n

't T
reat H

is M
oth

er L
ik

e S
h

e W
as S

p
ecial 

N
D

C
: A

ll right then, I can go w
ith that. W

hat about this though: som
ething else 

that this guy said at the conference w
as that Jesus never m

ade a big deal out of 
his m

other. H
e quoted M

atthew
 12, w

here it says:  

 

do: 1 C
orinthians 13:12 - “N

ow
 w

e see but a poor reflection as in a m
irror; then 

w
e shall see face to face. N

ow
 I know

 in part; then I shall know
 fully, even as I 

am
 fully know

n.” 
A

nd don't forget, H
ebrew

s 12, w
e're surrounded by a great crow

d of 
w

itnesses, w
ho cheer us on in the race that w

e're supposed to run. These 
w

itnesses are the saints in heaven. 
N

D
C

2: Look, even if they could som
ehow

 hear our prayers - w
hich I still don't 

believe - your m
ost popular saints w

ould receive w
ay m

ore prayers than they 
could ever hear and respond to anyw

ay. I m
ean, take M

ary: how
 m

any 
prayers do you think she gets? 

C
: H

ey, w
e could w

ork it out: uh, 1 billion C
atholics, let's say 1%

 of them
 say 1 

decade of the rosary once a w
eek, that's uh, 10 'H

ail M
ary's x 1%

 x 1 billion, 
that's 100 m

illion 'H
ail M

ary's a w
eek, w

hich is about, uh, w
ell, it's about 165 

prayers a second. 
N

D
C

2: 165 prayers a second, huh? W
ell, m

aybe G
od could handle that, but 

there's no w
ay anything else could! 

C
: H

ey, I get nearly that m
uch spam

 in m
y H

otm
ail account! A

nd just think, 
plenty of e-m

ail servers handle m
ore than 165 m

essages a second; don't you 
think things in heaven w

ould be at least a little bit m
ore efficient than they are 

at M
icrosoft? 

N
D

C
2: V

ery funny. I w
onder w

hat M
ary's e-m

ail address is. 
C

: It's arkofthecovenant@
heavenlyjerusalem

.com
 

N
D

C
2: W

hat? 
C

: Long story. I bet it's not in your address book anyw
ay. Look, even if M

ary 
did get too m

any people asking her to pray for them
, G

od still know
s about 

them
 all, so it's no big deal. But even if she couldn't personally pray for you 

because her in-box w
as too full, she could still pray for you generally - like 

“Lord, please help all those w
ho are asking for m

y intercession.” 
Besides, I don't think you could explain to m

e how
 tim

e w
orks in the afterlife 

anyw
ay, could you? The saints are in eternity, they're outside of tim

e, so tim
e 

to deal w
ith prayer requests is not too m

uch of an issue for them
, is it? 

N
D

C
2: W

ell... 
C

: A
nd I don't think the saints in heaven can be overloaded w

ith too m
any 

prayer intentions. Their glorified intellects are pretty capable. Think about 
w

hat happens on Judgm
ent D

ay. Jesus says “But I tell you that m
en w

ill have 
to give account on the day of judgm

ent for every careless w
ord they have 

spoken”. O
n Judgm

ent D
ay w

e'll see a review
 of our w

hole lives, everything 
that w

e've done, and w
e'll understand the significance of it all, and w

e'll see 
the sam

e sort of thing in the people around us. N
ow

 that is a huge am
ount of 

inform
ation processing that w

e'll be able to handle w
hen w

e're no longer in 
our current condition. 

N
D

C
2: Y

ou are a Jesuit, aren't you! 
C

: H
ey, like I said, I'm

 just this guy on an airplane.  



 

D
o th

e S
ain

ts P
ray for U

s? 

N
D

C
2: Y

eah, w
ell, you tricked m

e, w
hich is just w

hat I'd expect from
 a Jesuit. 

O
f course I agree that w

e should pray for each other. But w
hat m

akes you 
think the saints in heaven are praying for us? 

C
: Because the Bible tells us. Like in 2 M

accabees chapter 15: Judas M
accabeus 

has a vision w
here O

nias the high priest show
s him

 Jerem
iah the prophet, 

w
ho died hundreds of years ago and is now

 in heaven, and O
nias says: “'This 

is a m
an w

ho loves the brethren and prays m
uch for the people and the holy 

city, Jerem
iah, the prophet of G

od'“ (2 M
accabees 15:14). 

N
D

C
2: A

w
, look, that's not even in the Bible. Y

ou guys added that book at the 
C

ouncil of Trent in the M
iddle A

ges. 
C

: N
o, that's not true: the Protestants ditched that book, but that's a w

hole 
'nother can of w

orm
s. 5 A

nyw
ay, there's the sam

e sort of thing in the book of 
R

evelation, w
here w

e see the tw
enty-four elders, w

ho represent the leaders of 
the saints in heaven, offering to G

od the prayers of the saints on earth: 
8 “A

nd w
hen he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the 

tw
enty-four elders fell dow

n before the Lam
b, each holding a harp, and 

w
ith golden bow

ls full of incense, w
hich are the prayers of the saints” 

(R
evelation 5:8). 

The elders in heaven are interceding w
ith G

od by presenting our prayer 
requests to him

. 
N

D
C

: I don't know
... is that before or after the bit about the R

ussian attack 
helicopters? 

C
: It's definitely before. But that's not all; it's the sam

e thing w
ith the angels in 

heaven, they offer our prayers to G
od as w

ell - R
evelation 8 says:  

3 “A
nd another angel cam

e and stood at the altar w
ith a golden censer; 

and he w
as given m

uch incense to m
ingle w

ith the prayers of all the 
saints upon the golden altar before the throne; 

4 and the sm
oke of the 

incense rose w
ith the prayers of the saints from

 the hand of the angel 
before G

od” (R
evelation 8:3-4).  

C
an

 th
e S

ain
ts H

ear U
s? 

N
D

C
2: W

ell, m
aybe they m

ight pray for us, but how
 can the saints hear our 

prayers? Y
ou guys m

ake them
 out to be om

niscient, like G
od. 

C
: C

'm
on Brandon, there's a big difference betw

een know
ing a lot and know

ing 
everything. The saints don't need to be om

niscient to be aw
are of our prayers - 

they've got the beatific vision of G
od, and they can see in G

od everything they 
need, so they can see our prayers too; it's through G

od's om
niscience that they 

can know
 w

hat's going on. A
nd the saints in heaven do know

 m
ore than w

e 

                                           
5 

See 
5 

M
yths 

about 
7 

Books, 
in 

Envoy 
m

agazine, 
vol. 

1.2: 
w

w
w

.envoym
agazine.com

/brow
se.htm

 
 

46 “W
hile [Jesus] w

as still speaking to the people, behold, his m
other and 

his brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him
. 

47 But he replied ... 
'W

ho is m
y m

other and w
ho are m

y brothers?' 48 A
nd stretching out his 

hand tow
ard his disciples, he said 'H

ere are m
y m

other and m
y brothers! 

For w
hoever does the w

ill of m
y Father in H

eaven is m
y brother, and 

sister, and m
other'.” 

So this guy w
as saying, “See, Jesus w

as quite rude to his m
other som

etim
es, so 

there's no w
ay those C

atholics should be m
aking such a big deal out of her.” 

C
: W

ell, the thing that gets m
e here is that he w

ould actually think that Jesus 
w

ould be rude to his m
other. I m

ean, that w
ould be a sin, right? H

e'd be 
breaking the 4th com

m
andm

ent, w
hich is to honour your father and your 

m
other. 

N
D

C
: Isn't that the 5th com

m
andm

ent? 
C

: D
epends on your tradition. But that's a w

hole 'nother can of w
orm

s. The 
point is, Jesus is not gonna sin by being rude to his m

other, so w
e have to look 

at w
hat else he m

ight have m
eant. I m

ean, Jesus w
ould have fulfilled the Ten 

C
om

m
andm

ents perfectly, right, so he w
ould have honoured his m

other 
perfectly. R

ight? 
N

D
C

: I guess so... 
C

: So w
hat w

e've got in this passage is Jesus m
inim

ising fam
ily ties in favour of 

com
m

itm
ent to the Father's w

ill. But if being part of Jesus' fam
ily m

eans being 
com

m
itted to G

od's w
ill, then M

ary becom
es even m

ore of a m
odel for us, 

because she w
as totally com

m
itted to G

od's w
ill. She's the one w

ho said, 
“Behold, I am

 the handm
aid of the Lord; let it be to m

e according to your 
w

ord”. R
ight?  

T
h

e A
ssu

m
p

tion
 

N
D

C
: O

K
, fair enough. W

hat about the A
ssum

ption then? Y
ou know

 w
hat I'm

 
talking about? 

C
: Y

ep, here's the official definition, from
 the C

atechism
:  

“Finally the Im
m

aculate V
irgin, preserved free from

 all stain of original 
sin, w

hen the course of her earthly life w
as finished, w

as taken up body 
and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Q

ueen over all 
things, so that she m

ight be the m
ore fully conform

ed to her Son, the Lord 
of lords and conqueror of sin and death.” (C

C
C

, #
966) 

N
D

C
: Y

eah, that's it. N
ow

 show
 m

e that in the Bible. 
C

: W
ell, there's no verse that says “A

nd then M
ary died and lo! her body w

as 
taken up to heaven, and then the disciples w

ent fishing”. But there are a lot of 
clues to have a look at. 

N
D

C
: W

ell, one of those clues w
ould have to get around John 3:13, w

hich says 
“N

o one has ascended into heaven but he w
ho descended from

 heaven, the 
Son of m

an” 



 

C
: 

Fair 
enough. 

But 
there's 

a 
big 

difference 
betw

een 
“assum

ption” 
and 

“ascension”. A
scending into heaven is som

ething that Jesus did under his ow
n 

pow
er, 'cause he's G

od and he can do that sort of thing. But being A
ssum

ed is 
different, 

because 
that's 

som
ething 

G
od 

does 
to 

som
eone 

else. 
M

ary's 
assum

ption is not som
ething she had any control over. 

A
nyw

ay, here's the first thing: have w
e got any Biblical precedent for this 

sort of thing, for som
eone besides M

ary being taken up into heaven? 
N

D
C

: G
im

m
e a clue. 

C
: Sw

ing low
, sw

eet chariot, com
in' for to carry m

e hom
e... 

N
D

C
: O

h, O
K

, Elijah! 
C

: Y
eah, 2nd K

ings chapter 2, Elijah gets assum
ed bodily into heaven by a 

w
hirlw

ind. H
e w

as w
ith Elisha, and then “behold, a chariot of fire and horses 

of fire separated the tw
o of them

. A
nd Elijah w

ent up by a w
hirlw

ind into 
heaven.” 

C
an you think of anyone else? 

N
D

C
: N

ope. 
C

: Som
eone w

ho “w
alked w

ith G
od” and then “w

as not, for G
od took him

”? 
N

D
C

: U
h, Enoch? Sure, that's a w

eird disappearance, but it's stretching a bit to 
call that an A

ssum
ption. 

C
: M

aybe, but his disappearance is m
entioned in the N

ew
 Testam

ent too; in 
H

ebrew
s 11:5 it says that Enoch “w

as taken up so that he should not see 
death; and he w

as not found, because G
od had taken him

”. A
nyw

ay, that's 
not all. H

ave you ever heard of The A
ssum

ption of M
oses? 

N
D

C
: N

o. Should I? 
C

: N
ot really. It's an old book from

 around the tim
e of the Bible, but it's not 

Scripture or anything. But in the Bible, Jude verse 9, it says “the archangel 
M

ichael, contending w
ith the devil, disputed about the body of M

oses”. A
nd 

that refers to the story in this old book, The A
ssum

ption of M
oses, w

hich w
as 

about how
 the body of M

oses w
as assum

ed into heaven after he died. A
nd I 

think it's fair to speculate that M
oses w

as taken up to heaven bodily, since at 
the Transfiguration on the m

ountain (M
att 17:1-8), w

ho does Jesus talk to? 
N

D
C

: M
oses and Elijah. 

C
: Y

eah. A
nd Elijah w

e know
 w

as assum
ed into heaven, so it seem

s likely that 
M

oses w
as too. C

an you think of anyone w
ho w

ill be assum
ed into heaven? In 

the future? 
N

D
C

: N
o. 

C
: Ever heard of the “R

apture”? 
N

D
C

: Y
eah, that's w

hat half the conference w
as about, w

hen's it gonna happen, 
w

ho's gonna be left behind, w
hat gonna happen to them

... 
C

: Y
eah, w

ell, C
atholic teaching on the end tim

es is probably a little different 
from

 w
hat they covered at the conference... 

N
D

C
: But that's a w

hole 'nother can of w
orm

s, right? 

 

N
D

C
2: Sure I do - I've spoken to a few

 ex-C
atholics in m

y tim
e, so I know

 all 
about you guys. Y

ou're w
orshipping the saints, and that is a blasphem

ous sin. 
C

: N
o w

e're not. “Pray” just m
eans “ask”, w

hen w
e're talking about praying to 

the saints. I know
 that for you, prayer is a big part of the w

orship you give to 
G

od, but the language has changed a little bit since Protestants ditched the 
really cool parts of w

orship, like the Eucharist, but just because you use the 
w

ord “pray” in a m
odern w

ay that alw
ays m

eans “w
orship” doesn't m

ean w
e 

have to. G
ot your Bible? 

N
D

C
2: A

lw
ays! 

C
: W

hy don't you look at w
hat your Bible says in A

cts 27:34 about St Paul 
asking the guys he w

as w
ith to have som

ething to eat? 
N

D
C

2: “W
herefore I pray you to take som

e m
eat: for this is for your health”. 

C
: Y

eah, he's asking them
 to eat. W

e use the w
ord “pray” in the sam

e sense w
ith 

the saints - w
e ask for their intercession. W

e ask them
 to pray to the Lord on 

our behalf.  

 O
u

r “O
n

e M
ed

iator” Jesu
s, an

d
 th

e S
ain

ts 

N
D

C
2: Y

eah? W
ell m

aybe som
eone should tell you about 1st Tim

othy 2:5 - “For 
there is one G

od, and one m
ediator betw

een G
od and m

en, the m
an C

hrist 
Jesus”. Y

ou should pray straight to Jesus. 
C

: O
f course w

e should pray straight to Jesus. That's absolutely necessary for the 
C

hristian life. But that's not all there is to it. 
N

D
C

2: R
eally? W

hy w
ould you let saints com

e betw
een you and Jesus. H

e's our 
only m

ediator. G
o straight to the top! 

C
: Brandon, w

ould you consider yourself a “prayer w
arrior”? 

N
D

C
2: Sure I am

. Every C
hristian should be. 

C
: So if som

eone in your fam
ily or in your church asked you to pray for them

 
for their needs, you'd help them

 out? 
N

D
C

2: It w
ould be m

y duty and m
y pleasure as a brother in C

hrist. 
C

: Y
ou w

ouldn't tell them
 to go aw

ay and just pray straight to Jesus w
ould you? 

If you pray for them
, are you com

ing betw
een them

 and Jesus? 
N

D
C

2: U
h, no... 

C
: Sam

e w
ith us and the saints. They are the best prayer w

arriors around, 
because they are standing in the presence of G

od. See, right before that verse 
you quoted, St. Paul tells us to pray for each other: “I urge that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be m

ade for all m
en... This is good, 

and it is acceptable in the sight of G
od our Savior”. Then St. Paul says straight 

after that, “For there is one G
od, and one m

ediator betw
een G

od and m
en, the 

m
an C

hrist Jesus”. It's because Jesus is our one m
ediator that w

e have a 
relationship w

ith G
od that lets us pray for our brothers and sisters. A

nd the 
saints in heaven have this relationship through Jesus just like w

e do - except 
even m

ore closely.  



 

C
: W

ell, ever since the Jubilee 2000, w
e don't w

orship statues any m
ore, w

e 
w

orship banners. 
N

D
C

2: W
ell, it's still idolatry, and it's detestable to the Lord. 

C
: H

ey, I w
as only joking. Look, w

e don't w
orship statues, w

e're not allow
ed to. 

W
e only w

orship G
od. I just explained that to your brother before. 

N
D

C
2: In that case, w

hy do you pray to dead guys? Y
ou do pray to them

 don't 
you? A

nd that's w
orship isn't it? A

nd if you're not w
orshipping them

, then 
you're consulting the dead, and that's necrom

ancy, that's alm
ost as bad. H

ere, 
you've got a Bible - ugh, it's a C

atholic Bible - you should use the K
ing Jam

es. 
C

: H
ey, I've got a lot of respect for the K

ing Jam
es, but it's O

K
 to use a m

ore 
m

odern translation too you know
.  

P
rayin

g to th
e S

ain
ts is N

ot N
ecrom

an
cy 

N
D

C
2: N

ope, if the K
ing Jam

es is good enough for the A
postle Paul, it's good 

enough for m
e. A

nyw
ay, in D

euteronom
y 18:10-11 it says that anybody w

ho 
does necrom

ancy is an abom
ination to the Lord. 

C
: Brandon, there's a big difference betw

een asking a departed brother in C
hrist 

to pray for us and holding a seance. Look, have you seen this? It's the 
C

atechism
 of the C

atholic C
hurch, the best official sum

m
ary of C

atholic 
teaching you can get. Every hom

e should have one. H
ere's w

hat it says about 
necrom

ancy:  
“A

ll form
s of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or dem

ons, 
conjuring up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to 'unveil' the 
future” (C

C
C

, #
2116). 

N
D

C
2: So you say. But show

 m
e w

here the Bible says you should pray to dead 
guys.  

T
h

e S
ain

ts are M
ore A

live th
an

 W
e A

re 

C
: Show

 m
e w

here the Bible says that the saints in heaven are dead! H
ere's w

hat 
Jesus says about it, in Luke 20:  

37 “... that the dead are raised, even M
oses show

ed, in the passage about 
the bush, w

here he calls the Lord the G
od of A

braham
 and the G

od of 
Isaac and the G

od of Jacob. 38 N
ow

 he is not G
od of the dead, but of the 

living; for all live to him
” 

C
hristians w

ho have died are still a part of the Body of C
hrist; they're closer to 

G
od, they're m

ore alive than w
e are! 

N
D

C
2: H

ey, it doesn't m
atter how

 alive they are, you still shouldn't pray to 
them

!  

W
e A

sk
 th

e S
ain

ts to P
ray to G

od
 for O

u
r N

eed
s 

C
: D

o you even know
 w

hat w
e m

ean w
hen w

e say w
e pray to the saints? 

 

C
: Y

ep. But w
e know

 w
hat St Paul says: at the Second C

om
ing, “the dead in 

C
hrist w

ill rise first; then w
e w

ho are alive, w
ho are left, shall be caught up 

together w
ith them

 in the clouds to m
eet the Lord in the air” (1 Thes 4:16-17). 

So M
ary's assum

ption is probably som
ething like w

hat w
ill happen to us if 

w
e're still around w

hen Jesus returns. 
N

D
C

: O
K

, I never thought of that. 
C

: A
nd w

hat about the tw
o w

itnesses of R
evelation 11? They m

ust have talked 
about them

 at your conference as w
ell. St. John prophesies that three and a 

half days after they are killed they w
ill be assum

ed into heaven - he says “A
nd 

in the sight of their foes they w
ent up to heaven in a cloud” (R

ev 11:12). 
N

D
C

: Y
ou know

, that's really interesting. But none of those passages of 
Scripture are about M

ary, are they? 
C

: N
o, but the point is, the idea of M

ary being assum
ed into heaven is in no w

ay 
anti-Biblical, is it? In fact, w

hat you see is that it's not unheard-of for som
e 

particularly righteous people to be taken up bodily into heaven. N
ow

 on to 
M

ary... First of all, have a read of the book of R
evelation, the end of chapter 11 

and the start of chapter 12. 
N

D
C

: 
19 “Then G

od’s tem
ple in heaven w

as opened, and the ark of his 
covenant 

w
as 

seen 
w

ithin 
his 

tem
ple; 

and 
there 

w
ere 

flashes 
of 

lightning, voices, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail. 
1 

A
nd a great portent appeared in heaven, a w

om
an clothed w

ith the 
sun, w

ith the m
oon under her feet, and on her head a crow

n of tw
elve 

stars; she w
as w

ith child and she cried out in her pangs of birth, in 
anguish for delivery.”  

Then there's a bit about a dragon, then it says,  
5 “she brought forth a m

ale child, one w
ho is to rule all the nations w

ith a 
rod of iron, but her child w

as caught up to G
od and to his throne”. 

C
: C

ool. So first of all w
e have John seeing a vision of the heavenly tem

ple, and 
in there, seeing the A

rk of the C
ovenant. N

ow
, are you fam

iliar w
ith Biblical 

typology? 
N

D
C

: Y
eah, I think so. That's w

here w
e see things in the O

ld Testam
ent that 

foreshadow
 som

ething in the N
ew

 Testam
ent, like how

 the Passover lam
b in 

Exodus points tow
ard the real Lam

b of G
od, Jesus C

hrist. 
C

: Exactly. O
r like how

 M
oses and the Jew

s passed through the R
ed Sea and 

that is a “type”, or a pointer, to baptism
, or like how

 the m
anna in the desert is 

a “type” of the real bread from
 heaven, Jesus. 3 

N
D

C
: Y

ep, gotcha there. A
re you saying the A

rk of the C
ovenant w

as another 
type that points to som

ething in the N
ew

 Testam
ent? 

                                           
3 "N

ew
 Testam

ent lies hidden in the O
ld and the O

ld Testam
ent is revealed in the N

ew
" - St. 

A
ugustine. The fulfilm

ent in N
ew

 Testam
ent is usually greater or m

ore perfect, m
ore 

universal, revealing the real m
eaning of the type in the O

ld. 



 

C
: Y

ep. A
 lot of C

atholics see the A
rk of the C

ovenant as a “type” of M
ary. N

ow
 

that m
ay sound funny, but let's think about it for a m

inute: H
ebrew

s 9:4 tells 
us w

hat w
as in the ark. So w

hat w
as it? [A

nybody know
? C

ue slide.] 
[The A

rk held the tablets w
ith the ten com

m
andm

ents, along w
ith som

e 
m

anna, and A
aron's rod.] 

C
: The ark held the tablets w

ith the D
ecalogue, right, the ten W

ords of G
od, 

w
hich w

ere a “type” of Jesus, the incarnate W
ord of G

od (John 1:1). It also 
held the m

anna, the bread from
 heaven, another “type” of Jesus, the true 

bread from
 heaven (John 6:32). A

nd the ark held A
aron's high priestly rod, 

w
hich w

as the sym
bol of A

aron being the high priest, and that's another 
“type” of Jesus, w

ho is our G
reat H

igh Priest (H
eb 4:14). 

So the ark held stuff that represented Jesus, and since M
ary held Jesus 

him
self in her w

om
b, that m

akes her the N
ew

 Testam
ent A

rk of the C
ovenant. 

C
ool, huh? 

N
D

C
: Y

eah, w
ell, I've never really thought about that... 

C
: W

ell, there are also som
e interesting parallels betw

een 2 Sam
uel chapter 6, 

w
hich talks about K

ing D
avid's attem

pt to bring the ark to Jerusalem
, and 

Luke chapter 1, w
hich talks about M

ary's visit to her cousin Elizabeth. G
et a 

load of this: 
• The ark spent tim

e in the hill country of Judea, and M
ary w

ent to the hill 
country of Judea to visit Elizabeth; 

• D
avid said “H

ow
 can the ark of the Lord com

e to m
e?”, and Elizabeth 

said “W
ho am

 I that the m
other of m

y Lord should com
e to m

e?”; 
• The ark stayed in the house of O

bed-edom
 for three m

onths, and M
ary 

stayed in the house of Z
achariah for three m

onths; 
• D

avid leaped before the ark w
hen he finally got it to Jerusalem

, and the 
baby John the Baptist leaped in Elizabeth's w

om
b w

hen she heard M
ary's 

greeting. 
N

ow
 none of that proves anything, but it is interesting, isn't it? 

N
D

C
: W

ell, yeah... 
C

: A
nyw

ay, in John's vision in the book of R
evelation, he's looking up into the 

heavenly tem
ple, seeing the ark, and then that's replaced in his vision by a 

w
om

an. The w
om

an gives birth to the m
ale child, w

ho w
ill rule all the nations 

w
ith a rod of iron. That child is Jesus, because the bit about ruling the nations 

w
ith a rod of iron com

es from
 Psalm

 2, a Psalm
 about the M

essiah. 
N

D
C

: So you're saying that since the child is Jesus, that w
ould m

ake the w
om

an 
M

ary. 
C

: Y
ep. I'm

 alw
ays am

azed at how
 a lot of people can look at the Book of 

R
evelation and see R

ussian attack helicopters and nuclear w
eapons and stuff, 

but they don't see that the w
om

an w
ho gives birth to the M

essiah m
ight be 

M
ary. 
A

nyw
ay, just like the ark of the O

ld C
ovenant w

as taken up to the old 
Jerusalem

, the ark of the N
ew

 C
ovenant w

as taken up to the heavenly 

 

Praying to the Saints 

This is a fictional dialogue betw
een a C

atholic and a non-denom
inational 

C
hristian, w

hich explores w
hy C

atholics consider the saints in heaven to be a 
very active part of the Body of C

hrist. It is an adaptation of a presentation given 
by the author – the cues w

ritten into the script m
ay be useful for presentation in 

parishes and youth groups. 

In
trod

u
ction

 

N
D

C
2: H

i, m
y nam

e's Brandon. 
C

: [confused] H
i Brandon, you look very fam

iliar. 
N

D
C

2: I see you've been talking to m
y little brother, Brendan. 

C
: Y

eah, he's a great guy... 
N

D
C

2: W
hat do you think you're doin' filling his head w

ith all those C
atholic 

lies? 
C

: H
ey, he w

as asking som
e questions, I gave him

 the m
ost honest answ

ers I 
know

. 
N

D
C

2: Y
eah? W

ell I know
 all about you guys and your Jesuit philosophies and 

traditions 
of 

m
en! 

Trying 
to 

m
ake 

your 
R

om
ish 

falsehoods 
sound 

like 
sw

eetness and light! Trying to sucker everybody in to joining your false 
religion, so you can set up the N

ew
 W

orld O
rder and usher in the anti-C

hrist. 
I'm

 on to you guys! 
C

: W
ell, you're on to som

ething, but I don't think it's the C
atholic C

hurch. 
N

D
C

2: A
re you a Jesuit by any chance? 

C
: W

hy do you say that? I'm
 just this guy in an airplane. 

N
D

C
2: Y

eah, w
ell that's just w

hat you'd say if you w
ere a Jesuit! I've read all 

about you guys, how
 you w

ere behind the assassination of JFK
 and A

braham
 

Lincoln, how
 the V

atican financed the N
azis - H

itler w
as a faithful C

atholic, 
you know

, and the Pope backed him
 all the w

ay - you guys are clever, I'll give 
you that m

uch. 
C

: I really think you've been reading the w
rong sort of books. Look, do you love 

Jesus? 
N

D
C

2: W
ith all m

y heart! 
C

: A
nd you've asked him

 into your heart to be your personal Lord and Saviour? 
Y

ou've repented, you've been baptised, you confess w
ith your lips that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that G
od raised him

 from
 the dead? 

N
D

C
2: A

m
en to that! 

C
: G

ood, m
e too! That m

akes us brothers. Let's talk. W
hy don't you sit dow

n? 
N

D
C

2: I don't think I w
ant to talk w

ith any statue-w
orshipping slave of R

om
e. 

C
: H

ey w
here have you been all last year? D

on't you know
 w

e've changed? 
N

D
C

2: W
hat do you m

ean? 



 

go to heaven, or at the Second C
om

ing, if that happens first. See, w
hen w

e 
trust in Jesus and get “saved”, it's not just about w

hat w
e're saved from

; it's 
not just a get out of jail free card that m

eans w
e w

on't burn in hell (although 
that's good). It's about w

hat w
e're saved for, w

hich is union w
ith G

od in 
heaven. W

hat Jesus did for us is m
ore than rescuing us from

 the pow
er of sin, 

it also includes our souls and bodies being glorified w
ith him

 in heaven. A
nd 

M
ary, she w

as the first one to say “Y
es” to Jesus, and she got to have the full 

effects of his redem
ption before anybody else w

ill. 
N

D
C

: Sounds good, but I think I'll just take it easy w
ith this M

ary stuff for the 
tim

e being. But one thing's for sure, I'll be taking any anti-C
atholic stuff that 

preacher guy says w
ith a grain of salt from

 now
 on. 

C
: Y

eah, I think his focus is a bit w
rong. Scripture says that all generations w

ill 
call M

ary blessed, not that w
e should go around trying to dig up dirt on her. 

But M
ary's kind, she'll probably pray for him

 anyw
ay. See you around! 

 

Jerusalem
. This is w

hy in the V
igil M

ass for the feast of the A
ssum

ption, w
e 

say Psalm
 132:8 - “A

rise, O
 Lord, and go to your resting place, you and the ark 

of your m
ight.” 

N
D

C
: O

K
, like you say, that's all interesting, but I'm

 not really convinced. 
C

: Y
ou don't have to be convinced; belief in M

ary's A
ssum

ption is basically a 
m

atter of faith, and that's betw
een you and G

od. But you do have to realise 
that C

atholics aren't just m
aking this up from

 now
here; w

e do have good 
Biblical reasons for w

hat w
e believe. Plus there's the historical fact that no-

one's ever found her body. 
But the A

ssum
ption is m

ainly about the dignity Jesus gives to the people he 
redeem

s, and M
ary is a great exam

ple of w
hat w

e can look forw
ard to. The 

C
atechism

 puts it like this: “The A
ssum

ption of the Blessed V
irgin is a 

singular participation in her Son's R
esurrection and an anticipation of the 

resurrection of other C
hristians” (C

C
C

, #966). 

Im
m

acu
late C

on
cep

tion
 

N
D

C
: O

K
, you're doing pretty w

ell. I'll have a think about that. H
ere's m

y next 
question: the Im

m
aculate C

onception. N
ow

, I alw
ays thought that w

as about 
Jesus, how

 M
ary w

as a virgin w
hen he w

as born. But that's not it, is it? 
C

: N
o, the Im

m
aculate C

onception is not about the conception of Jesus, it's 
about the conception of M

ary. W
hat w

e believe is basically that M
ary w

as 
preserved, by G

od's grace, and because of Jesus, from
 the stain of original sin, 

and that she rem
ained free from

 sin all her life. 
N

D
C

: Y
eah, w

ell I think you've got a w
hole bunch of problem

s w
ith this one. 

Y
ou know

, Paul says “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of G
od”. 

C
: O

K
, w

e'll get to that in a m
inute. Lem

m
e set it up for you first. The m

ain 
thing to rem

em
ber is that w

e just believe that G
od gave M

ary gifts that w
ere 

fitting for her job as Jesus's m
other. 

W
hen w

e talk about this w
e norm

ally start at Luke 1:28, w
here the angel 

G
abriel says to M

ary “H
ail, full of grace, the Lord is w

ith you!”. The G
reek 

w
ord that m

eans “full of grace” is kecharitom
ene, w

hich is a special kind of 
w

ord, a perfect passive participle, w
hich indicates that the fullness of grace is 

perfect and com
plete and enduring. But w

hen w
e say M

ary is “full of grace”, 
w

e're not saying it's her grace that she ow
ns herself or anything, w

e're saying 
she's perfectly full of the grace w

hich she has received from
 G

od. 
The A

rk of the C
ovenant stuff is im

portant here too. G
od's presence m

akes 
things holy, like the ground that M

oses w
as standing on w

hen he talked to 
G

od in the burning bush. G
od used to overshadow

 or cover the ark and 
occupy the m

ercy seat on top of it, so everything about the ark had to be m
ade 

carefully and perfectly, and because it w
as the site of the presence of G

od, the 
ark w

as so holy that alm
ost no-one could touch it and live. M

ary w
as also 

overshadow
ed by G

od and she becam
e the pure tabernacle of G

od the Son. 



 

So w
hen you think about it, it's pretty reasonable really. 

N
D

C
: Y

ou think? 
C

: H
ebrew

s chapter 12 tells us to strive “for the holiness w
ithout w

hich no one 
w

ill 
see 

the 
Lord.” 

M
ary 

did 
m

ore 
than 

just 
see 

the 
Lord, 

she 
w

as 
overshadow

ed by the H
oly Spirit and she carried G

od the Son in her w
om

b. 
G

od is perfectly holy, and the closer w
e get to him

, the m
ore w

e m
ust be holy. 

A
nd M

ary got closer than anyone. 
N

ow
, can you think of anyone else w

ho w
as conceived w

ithout sin? 
N

D
C

: Jesus. 
C

: A
nyone else? 

N
D

C
: U

h, the angels? 
C

: H
ey, that's good! I never thought of that - but that's not w

hat I had in m
ind. I 

w
as thinking of A

dam
 and Eve. 

N
D

C
: But it w

as through those guys that original sin cam
e into the w

orld! I 
don't think you w

anna be saying M
ary's just like them

 do you? 
C

: W
ell, good call, but m

y point is m
ore about the idea of M

ary being the “N
ew

 
Eve”, w

hich is a them
e w

e see very early on in the Fathers of the C
hurch. St. 

Irenaeus, w
riting in the second century, put it like this: “the knot of Eve's 

disobedience w
as loosed by the obedience of M

ary: W
hat the virgin Eve had 

bound in unbelief, the V
irgin M

ary loosed through faith”. Eve w
as conceived 

w
ithout sin but blew

 it; M
ary w

as conceived w
ithout sin and by the grace of 

G
od persevered in that her w

hole life. 
N

D
C

: Y
eah, w

ell, that's all nice speculative theology, and it sounds pretty good, 
and m

aybe I could go along w
ith it if it w

eren't for the fact that it's obviously 
unbiblical. I got three big fat problem

s for you. H
ere's problem

 num
ber one: 

Luke 1:46-47, w
here M

ary says “M
y soul m

agnifies the Lord, and m
y spirit 

rejoices in G
od m

y Savior”. N
ow

 if she needed a Saviour, she m
ust have had 

som
ething to be saved from

, w
hich m

eans she m
ust have sinned. 

C
: W

ell, that's not too big a problem
, actually. W

e believe that M
ary needed a 

saviour, just like w
e do. The classic picture of this is if you think about a big 

pit of quicksand. If you w
ere drow

ning in the quicksand and som
eone threw

 
you a rope and pulled you out, you could say that they saved you, right? But 
if you w

ere just about to step into the quicksand and som
eone stopped you, 

they w
ould also have saved you. In both cases you are saved, but in the 

second one you are saved w
ithout getting dirty. This is w

hat happened w
ith 

M
ary. 

N
D

C
: O

K
, here's problem

 num
ber tw

o: In the next chapter of Luke, M
ary takes 

a purification offering to the tem
ple after Jesus' birth. But according to you 

guys, she didn't need to be purified from
 anything. 

C
: W

ell, this is a lot like Jesus' baptism
. Jesus w

as baptised by John the Baptist, 
and if you read M

ark 1:4, you'll see that this w
as a baptism

 of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. N

ow
 Jesus didn't need to repent of anything, but he 

got baptised anyw
ay, saying “Let it be so now

, for thus it is fitting for us to 

 

C
: W

ell, not really. The “until” doesn't have to m
ean a reversal of the situation 

afterw
ards. Y

ou could just interpret it as “before”. I m
ean, think about this: in 

2nd Sam
uel chapter 6, it says that “M

ichal the daughter of Saul had no child 
until the day of her death”. O

bviously that didn't change after she died, did it? 
N

D
C

: W
ell, no , I guess not... 

C
: There are plenty of other exam

ples like this, w
hich show

 that the w
ord 

“until”, by itself, leaves the question open. 
N

D
C

: W
ell, m

aybe, but I don't know
 if I buy the bit about “brothers” not really 

m
eaning “brothers”. I m

ean, you've got real people being nam
ed as Jesus' 

brothers here: Jam
es and Joseph and Sim

on and Judas. This still sounds a lot 
like the C

atholics are w
rong. Sorry. 

C
: H

ey, that's O
K

. But if you look at the w
om

en w
ho w

ere by the cross w
hen 

Jesus died, you see that the m
other of those “brothers” w

as standing there 
w

ith M
ary the m

other of Jesus. They're not the sam
e person. The trouble is, 

you've got to correlate three different Scriptures to figure that out, one from
 

John 19, one from
 M

ark 15, and one from
 M

atthew
 27, w

hich is w
hy a lot of 

people don't see it.  
Finally, look at G

alatians 1:19. Paul talks about m
eeting w

ith Peter in 
Jerusalem

 for 15 days, then says…
 “But I saw

 none of the other A
postles 

except Jam
es, the Lord's brother.” So w

e see that Jam
es, the Lord's brother, is 

an A
postle. But there are only tw

o A
postles called Jam

es. M
atthew

 chapter 10 
lists the apostles, …

and w
e see that the tw

o people called Jam
es are “Jam

es 
the son of Z

ebedee” and “Jam
es the son of A

lphaeus”. It doesn't say anything 
about a Jam

es w
ho is the son of Joseph or M

ary. So this Jam
es referred to as 

the Lord's brother m
ust be either the son of A

lphaeus or the son of Z
ebedee, 

and he couldn't be the son of Z
ebedee, because that Jam

es w
as killed by K

ing 
H

erod before Paul w
rote G

alatians (see A
cts 12:2). So this Jam

es the A
postle, 

the “Lord's brother”, is the son of A
lphaeus, w

hich m
eans he can't be the 

direct brother of Jesus, can he?  

C
on

clu
sion

 

[C
ue stew

ardess telling N
D

C
 he has the w

rong seat and should m
ove up to first 

class w
ith the rest of his fam

ily.] 
 N

D
C

: W
ell, this has been really interesting, and thanks for clearing up som

e 
stuff for m

e. I still don't believe everything you do about M
ary, but at least 

you guys aren't w
orshipping her or anything really w

eird like I w
as scared of. 

C
: H

ey, it's been a pleasure. Just rem
em

ber, anything special about M
ary com

es 
from

 Jesus. It's perfectly fitting that the M
other of G

od should be free from
 sin. 

The thing w
ith M

ary is, in a lot of w
ays she's the “prototype” of the C

hristian 
life. If anyone had a real personal relationship w

ith Jesus it w
as her! A

nd w
hat 

happened to her tells us a lot about w
hat w

ill happen to us w
hen w

e die and 



 

P
erp

etu
al V

irgin
ity. 

N
D

C
: O

K
, w

e're nearly there. I've got one m
ore for you, and I'm

 really curious 
to see how

 you're going to get out of this one. Y
ou guys believe that Jesus w

as 
an only child, that M

ary stayed a virgin her w
hole life. Is that right? 

C
: Y

ep, w
e call it M

ary's “perpetual virginity”. 
N

D
C

: O
K

, w
ell w

hat about M
atthew

 12:46:  
“W

hile he w
as still speaking to the people, behold, his m

other and his 
brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him

”. 
A

nd how
 about this, from

 M
ark chapter 6:  

3 “Is not this the carpenter, the son of M
ary and brother of Jam

es and 
Joses and Judas and Sim

on, and are not his sisters here w
ith us?”  

W
hat do you guys do w

ith that? 
C

: W
ell, the first thing you need to know

 is that the w
ord used for brother, 

adelphos, doesn't necessarily m
ean a strictly biological brother. In H

ebrew
 

and A
ram

aic, w
hich w

ere the language Jesus and the people around him
 w

ere 
m

ostly using, there aren't separate w
ords for “brother”, “cousin” or “close 

relative”. So instead of calling your cousin som
ething like “the son of the sister 

of 
m

y 
father”, 

you'd 
norm

ally 
just 

say 
“brother”. 

A
nd 

w
hen 

the 
N

ew
 

Testam
ent w

riters w
ere w

riting in G
reek, they norm

ally just used the G
reek 

equivalent of w
hat the H

ebrew
 or A

ram
aic w

ould have been. So brother could 
m

ean brother, but it could also m
ean cousin, kinsm

an, fellow
 countrym

an, 
and so on. Like in the Septuagint, w

hich is the ancient Jew
ish translation of the 

O
ld Testam

ent into G
reek, A

braham
's nephew

 Lot is called his “brother” in 
G

enesis chapter 14. Those “brothers” of Jesus are probably som
e sort of 

relatives, but not direct brothers and sisters. 
There's no sign of them

 w
hen Jesus w

as left behind at the tem
ple w

hen he 
w

as 12, and there's no sign of them
 w

hen Jesus w
as on the cross and he 

entrusts M
ary to John and not to any brothers. 

Som
ething else to think about is Luke 1:34, after the angel has told M

ary 
she's going to have a son - M

ary says “H
ow

 w
ill this be, since I am

 a virgin?”. 
N

ow
 there is som

e evidence that M
ary m

ay have actually taken a vow
 of life-

long virginity, and w
hat she says here fits in w

ith that. O
therw

ise it w
ould 

have m
ade m

ore sense for her to say “W
hen w

ill this be?” rather than 
“H

ow
?”. I m

ean, she w
ould have know

n w
hat has to happen before som

eone 
can have a child, but she still says, “H

ow
 w

ill this be?” 
N

D
C

: W
hat about this: M

atthew
 chapter 1:  

24 “W
hen Joseph w

oke from
 sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

com
m

anded him
; he took his w

ife, 
25 but knew

 her not until she had 
borne a son; and he called his nam

e Jesus”. 
It says he didn't have sex w

ith her until Jesus w
as born, w

hich m
eans that the 

situation changed after the birth of Jesus, right, and they had norm
al m

arital 
relations after that. D

oesn't it? 
 

fulfil all righteousness”. So he thought it w
as best if he w

ent through w
ith this 

sort of thing, because then no-one could say that he w
as slack in observing the 

right procedures. It w
as just like this for M

ary. If she didn't do the offering, 
she'd be breaking the law

 of M
oses, and she w

ouldn't do that. 
N

D
C

: O
K

, here's problem
 three (and this is the biggie), R

om
ans 3:23, w

hich says 
“all have sinned and fall short of the glory of G

od”. A
nd not just that, there's 

the rest of the chapter, like R
om

ans 3:10, “N
one is righteous, no, not one”. 

C
: O

K
, “all have sinned” doesn't necessarily m

ean all individuals... 
N

D
C

: O
h, really? “A

ll” doesn't really m
ean “all”? 

C
: H

ey, it m
eans “all”, in the sense of “everyone in general”. I m

ean, babies 
haven't sinned, have they, or severely retarded people w

ho don't know
 w

hat 
they're doing? It's like in M

ark chapter 1, w
here it says John the Baptist 

baptized all the people of Jerusalem
. O

r like 1 C
orinthians 15:22, w

here St. 
Paul says “For as in A

dam
 all die, so also in C

hrist shall all be m
ade alive.” 

But not all people have died (like Enoch, right, or Elijah), and not all w
ill be 

m
ade spiritually alive by C

hrist, because som
e people w

ill choose to go to hell. 
But the key thing w

ith R
om

ans chapter 3 is to look at the context. R
ead 

chapters 1 and 2 to see w
here Paul is going w

ith his argum
ent here. H

e spends 
the first part of the letter saying that both G

entiles and Jew
s are equally guilty 

before G
od. H

e's answ
ering the objections of those Jew

s w
ho think that they 

are right w
ith G

od just because they are Jew
s and have the Law

 as their guide. 
H

e says that both Jew
s and G

entiles are under the pow
er of sin. That's w

hat he 
m

eans by “all”, he m
eans Jew

s and G
entiles together; it's not just Jew

s that 
benefit from

 the w
ork of C

hrist, it's all people, m
en of all nations. 

N
D

C
: W

ell, w
hat about R

om
ans 3:10, w

here Paul says “N
one is righteous, no, 

not one”. Sounds pretty com
prehensive to m

e! 
C

: H
ey, Jesus w

as righteous, w
asn't he? That's a pretty big exception, w

ouldn't 
you say? 

N
D

C
: Y

eah, w
ell, he's the Son of G

od. That doesn't count. 
C

: A
nd M

ary's the m
other of G

od. M
aybe she doesn't count either. The point is, 

Paul 
really 

doesn't 
m

ean 
no 

one's 
righteous, 

w
ith 

no 
exceptionsor 

qualifications. If he did, then w
e've got a problem

 w
ith a contradiction in 

Scripture, because Luke 1 verse 6 says that Z
echariah and Elizabeth “w

ere 
both righteous before G

od, w
alking in all the com

m
andm

ents and ordinances 
of the Lord blam

eless”. 
But it m

akes a lot m
ore sense w

hen you realise w
hat Paul w

as really doing 
w

hen he says “N
one is righteous, no, not one”. H

e's actually quoting from
 

Psalm
 14. M

aybe w
e should have a look at that? 

N
D

C
: O

K
.  

2 “The fool says in his heart, “There is no G
od.” They are corrupt, their 

deeds are vile; there is no one w
ho does good. 3 The LO

R
D

 looks dow
n 

from
 heaven on the sons of m

en to see if there are any w
ho understand, 



 

any w
ho seek G

od. 4 A
ll have turned aside, they have together becom

e 
corrupt; there is no one w

ho does good, not even one.” 
C

: There's your quote. That Psalm
 is about people w

ho have turned aw
ay from

 
G

od. It's all of them
 w

ho are not righteous. A
nd the Psalm

 is w
ritten about 

Jew
s, w

hich is w
hy Paul quotes it, because it show

s his readers that Jew
s 

aren't autom
atically righteous just because they're Jew

s. But keep going. 
N

D
C

: 5 “W
ill evildoers never learn—

 those w
ho devour m

y people as m
en eat bread 

and w
ho do not call on the LO

R
D

? 6 T
here they are, overw

helm
ed w

ith dread, for 
G

od is present in the com
pany of the righteous.” 

C
: See, it also talks about G

od's people, the ones w
ho are righteous. Like M

ary 
w

as. 
So you see once you look at R

om
ans chapter 3 in context, it really doesn't 

becom
e a problem

 for the C
atholic idea about M

ary being kept free from
 sin 

by G
od's grace. 

A
nd look, I've got a quote for you, listen to this:  
“It is a sw

eet and pious belief that the infusion of M
ary's soul w

as 
effected w

ithout original sin... thus from
 the first m

om
ent she began to 

live she w
as free from

 all sin.” 
G

uess w
ho said that? 

N
D

C
: I dunno. Som

e pope? 
C

: N
ope, it w

as M
artin Luther 4, he said it in a serm

on in 1527, on the feast of the 
C

onception of the M
other of G

od. 
N

D
C

: A
ll right, you're doing pretty w

ell. I, uh, I still don't agree, but w
ell, that's 

O
K

, I can see w
here you're com

ing from
, and it's not as bad as I thought. It's 

kinda reassuring to see that you're not saying M
ary did it all herself or 

anything. 
C

: N
o, it's all the grace of C

hrist.  

Q
u

een
 of H

eaven
 

N
D

C
: O

K
, w

ell that brings us to m
y next question. Y

ou guys call M
ary “Q

ueen 
of H

eaven”, don't you. I m
ean, it's right there on the title of your book. But, in 

the Bible the only tim
e you read about a “queen of heaven” is in Jerem

iah 
chapter 7 and chapter 44, w

here he rips into people for idolatry - they're 
offering sacrifices and w

orship to a “queen of heaven”, w
ho is really a pagan 

goddess. So it seem
s to m

e that that's som
ething any good C

hristian w
ould 

really w
ant to stay aw

ay from
. 

C
: Y

eah, w
ell M

ary's title as Q
ueen com

es purely from
 the kingship of Jesus. 

N
D

C
: W

ell, sure, Jesus is king. But M
ary's his m

other - how
 does that m

ake her 
a queen? 

                                           
4 For m

ore inform
ation, see D

ave A
rm

strong’s article, M
artin Luther’s D

evotion to M
ary, at 

w
w

w
.catholicculture.org/library/view

.cfm
?id=788 

 

C
: W

ell, here's the thing: Jesus cam
e to re-establish the kingdom

 of K
ing D

avid, 
right, in fulfillm

ent of the prophecies about the M
essiah. 

N
D

C
: Y

eah, I've got no problem
 w

ith that. But w
hat's your point? 

C
: M

y point is that in the kingdom
 of D

avid, as in m
uch of the ancient N

ear 
East, the queen w

as the m
other of the king. 

N
D

C
: A

hh... 
C

: It w
as an institution know

n as the G
ebirah, w

hich literally m
eans “great 

lady”. The queen in D
avid's dynasty w

as not the king's w
ife. K

ings often had 
lots of w

ives, w
ho w

ere norm
ally called “princesses”. 

N
D

C
: O

K
, keep going... 

C
: The G

ebirah had a throne, and a crow
n, and w

e see som
e of the cerem

ony 
associated w

ith her in 1st K
ings chapter 2. W

hen Solom
on w

as king, his 
m

other Bathsheba w
as the queen, and w

hat w
e see is this:  

19 “So Bathsheba w
ent to K

ing Solom
on, to speak to him

 on behalf of 
A

donijah. A
nd the king rose to m

eet her, and bow
ed dow

n to her; then he 
sat on his throne, and had a seat brought for the king’s m

other; and she 
sat on his right.”  

So the queen m
other sat at the right hand of the king. 

Part of the job of the queen m
other w

as to intercede to the king on behalf of 
the people as w

ell. Bathsheba w
ent to Solom

on to intercede on behalf of 
A

donijah, like w
e just saw

. A
nd in Proverbs 31 w

e read the advice K
ing 

Lem
uel got from

 his m
other, the queen, like “O

pen your m
outh for the dum

b, 
for the rights of all w

ho are left desolate. O
pen your m

outh, judge righteously, 
m

aintain the rights of the poor and needy” (Proverb 31: 8-9). This is one of the 
reasons C

atholics ask M
ary to intercede for us; it's her job. 

The other thing is that the queen m
other also guaranteed that the king cam

e 
from

 the right bloodline, w
hich is probably w

hy both the king and queen 
m

other are nam
ed in the books of K

ings w
henever a new

 king takes the 
throne. So, in Luke C

hapter 1, w
hen the angel announces that Jesus w

ill be the 
new

 D
avidic king, that obviously tells us w

ho the new
 queen m

other w
ill be. 

A
nd Elizabeth's greeting to M

ary confirm
s it w

hen she says: “A
nd w

hy is this 
granted m

e, that the m
other of m

y Lord should com
e to m

e?” (Luke 1:43). 
N

D
C

: H
ey, that's really interesting. W

e don't get a lot of serm
ons on M

ary, you 
know

. So I can see how
 she'd be the queen m

other of K
ing Jesus, but w

hat 
about “Q

ueen of H
eaven”? 

C
: W

ell, Jesus is the king of heaven, isn't he? A
nd look, rem

em
ber R

evelation 
chapter 12, and the w

om
an “clothed w

ith the sun”, w
ho gives birth to the 

M
essiah?. This is obviously M

ary. A
nd w

e are told that the w
om

an has “on 
her head a crow

n of tw
elve stars”. 

A
nd hey, it's not just C

atholics w
ho see M

ary as Q
ueen of H

eaven. There's a 
fam

ous church at W
ittenberg in G

erm
any w

hich has a burial cham
ber and on 

its door there is a sculpture of the C
oronation of M

ary. The tom
b belongs to 

our friend M
artin Luther.  


