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The D
ivinity of C

hrist 

by Peter K
reeft 

 The doctrine of C
hrist's divinity is the central C

hristian doctrine, for it is like a 
skeleton key that opens all the others. C

hristians have not independently 
reasoned out and tested each of the teachings of C

hrist received via Bible and 
C

hurch, but believe them
 all on his authority. For if C

hrist is divine, H
e can be 

trusted to be infallible in everything H
e said, even hard things like exalting 

suffering and poverty, forbidding divorce, giving his C
hurch the authority to 

teach and forgive sins in his nam
e, w

arning about hell (very often and very 
seriously), instituting the scandalous sacram

ent of eating his flesh—
w

e often 
forget how

 m
any "hard sayings" he taught! 

 W
hen the first C

hristian apologists began to give a reason for the faith that w
as 

in them
 to unbelievers, this doctrine of C

hrist's divinity naturally cam
e under 

attack, for it w
as alm

ost as incredible to G
entiles as it w

as scandalous to Jew
s. 

That a m
an w

ho w
as born out of a w

om
an's w

om
b and died on a cross, a m

an 
w

ho got tired and hungry and angry and agitated and w
ept at his friend's tom

b, 
that this m

an w
ho got dirt under his fingernails should be G

od w
as, quite 

sim
ply, the m

ost astonishing, incredible, crazy-sounding idea that had ever 
entered the m

ind of m
an in all hum

an history. 
 The argum

ent the early apologists used to defend this apparently indefensible 
doctrine has becom

e a classic one. C
.S. Lew

is used it often, e.g. in M
ere 

C
hristianity, the book that convinced C

huck C
olson (and thousands of others). I 

once spent half a book (B
etw

een H
eaven and H

ell) on this one argum
ent alone. It 

is the m
ost im

portant argum
ent in C

hristian apologetics, for once an unbeliever 
accepts the conclusion of this argum

ent (that C
hrist is divine), everything else in 

the Faith follow
s, not only intellectually (C

hrist's teachings m
ust all then be 

true) but also personally (if C
hrist is G

od, H
e is also your total Lord and Savior). 

 The argum
ent, like all effective argum

ents, is extrem
ely sim

ple: C
hrist w

as 
either G

od or a bad m
an. 

 U
nbelievers alm

ost alw
ays say he w

as a good m
an, not a bad m

an; that he w
as a 

great m
oral teacher, a sage, a philosopher, a m

oralist, and a prophet, not a 
crim

inal, not a m
an w

ho deserved to be crucified. But a good m
an is the one 

thing he could not possibly have been according to sim
ple com

m
on sense and 

logic. For he claim
ed to be G

od. H
e said, "Before A

braham
 w

as, I A
m

", thus 
speaking the w

ord no Jew
 dares to speak because it is G

od's ow
n private nam

e, 
spoken by G

od him
self to M

oses at the burning bush. Jesus w
anted everyone to 
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H
an

d
b

ook
 of C

h
ristian

 A
p

ologetics by Peter K
reeft and R

onald K
. Tacelli 

A
n exceptional C

hristian apologetics resource on topics such as faith and 
reason, the existence of G

od, the divinity of C
hrist, and objective truth.  

 M
ere C

h
ristian

ity by C
. S. Lew

is  
O

ne of the m
ost fam

ous w
orks of C

hristian apologetics that is also easy to read. 
W

ritten by the A
nglican author of the C

hronicals of N
arnia.  

 B
etw

een
 H

eaven
 an

d
 H

ell by Peter K
reeft 

A
 fictional afterlife dialogue betw

een C
. S. Lew

is, John F. K
ennedy and A

ldous 
H

uxley w
hich exam

ines the  claim
s of C

hrist.  
 G

ood
 N

ew
s ab

ou
t S

ex an
d

 M
arriage by C

hristopher W
est  

A
n expounder on the ‘theology of the Body’ by Pope John Paul II reveals the 

authentic m
eaning of hum

an sexuality.  
 E

arly C
h

ristian
 W

ritin
gs translated by M

axw
ell Staniforth  

W
ritings of the Fathers know

n to the A
postles, including C

lem
ent, Ignatius and 

Polycarp.  
 H

ow
 th

e C
ath

olic C
h

u
rch

 B
u

ilt W
estern

 C
ivilization

 by Thom
as E. W

oods 
A

n eye-opening book outlining how
 the C

hurch had an indispensable role in 
every facet of W

estern civilization, including science, econom
ics, m

orality, law
, 

and fine arts.  
 In

trod
u

ction
 to th

e D
evou

t L
ife by St Francis de Sales 

A
 guide to devout life w

hile in the w
orld. W

ritten by the Saint at a dangerous 
tim

e &
 place, w

here saying M
ass w

as punishable by death, it has never gone out 
of print in 400 years. 3  
 T

h
e Im

itation
 of C

h
rist by Thom

as á K
em

pis 
O

ne of the greatest C
atholic spiritual w

orks, it has been cherished by all 
C

hristians. It is said to be second only to the bible in publication. 3 
 T

ru
e D

evotion
 to th

e B
lessed

 V
irgin

 by St Louis M
arie de M

ontfort 
Praised by popes, theologians and m

ystics, this is perhaps the m
ost celebrated 

book ever w
ritten about devotion to M

ary. 3 
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Som
e 

of 
these 

are 
available 

for 
preview

 
at 

books.google.com
. 

For 
purchases, 

see 
am

azon.com
 and, in N

ew
 Z

ealand, thenile.co.nz, and jerom
es.co.nz. See also your local 

library catalogue, w
hich can be found from

 nzlibraries.com
. 

3 A
lso available to read online at w

w
w

.catholictreasury.info 
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The H

oly See offers Sacred Scripture in the light of Sacred Tradition and 
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atholic teachings. 
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believe that he w
as G

od. H
e w

anted people to w
orship him

. H
e claim

ed to 
forgive everyone's sins against everyone. (W

ho can do that but G
od, the O

ne 
offended in every sin?) 
 N

ow
 w

hat w
ould w

e think of a person w
ho w

ent around m
aking these claim

s 
today? C

ertainly not that he w
as a good m

an or a sage. There are only tw
o 

possibilities: he either speaks the truth or not. If he speaks the truth, he is G
od 

and the case is closed. W
e m

ust believe him
 and w

orship him
. If he does not 

speak the truth, then he is not G
od but a m

ere m
an. But a m

ere m
an w

ho w
ants 

you to w
orship him

 as G
od is not a good m

an. H
e is a very bad m

an indeed, 
either m

orally or intellectually. If he know
s that he is not G

od, then he is 
m

orally bad, a liar trying deliberately to deceive you into blasphem
y. If he does 

not know
 that he is not G

od, if he sincerely thinks he is G
od, then he is 

intellectually bad—
in fact, insane. 

 A
 m

easure of your insanity is the size of the gap betw
een w

hat you think you 
are and w

hat you really are. If I think I am
 the greatest philosopher in A

m
erica, 

I am
 only an arrogant fool; if I think I am

 N
apoleon, I am

 probably over the 
edge; if I think I am

 a butterfly, I am
 fully em

barked from
 the sunny shores of 

sanity. But if I think I am
 G

od, I am
 even m

ore insane because the gap betw
een 

anything finite and the infinite G
od is even greater than the gap betw

een any 
tw

o finite things, even a m
an and a butterfly. 

 Josh 
M

cD
ow

ell 
sum

m
arized 

the 
argum

ent 
sim

ply 
and 

m
em

orably 
in 

the 
trilem

m
a "Lord, liar, or lunatic?" Those are the only options. W

ell, then, w
hy not 

liar or lunatic? But alm
ost no one w

ho has read the G
ospels can honestly and 

seriously 
consider 

that 
option. 

The 
savviness, 

the 
canniness, 

the 
hum

an 
w

isdom
, the attractiveness of Jesus em

erge from
 the G

ospels w
ith unavoidable 

force to any but the m
ost hardened and prejudiced reader. C

om
pare Jesus w

ith 
liars like the R

everend Sun M
yung M

oon or lunatics like the dying N
ietzsche. 

Jesus has in abundance precisely those three qualities that liars and lunatics 
m

ost conspicuously lack: 
 

1. H
is practical w

isdom
, his ability to read hum

an hearts, to understand 
people and the real, unspoken question behind their w

ords, his ability to 
heal people's spirits as w

ell as their bodies; 
2. H

is deep and w
inning love, his passionate com

passion, his ability to 
attract people and m

ake them
 feel at hom

e and forgiven, his authority, 
"not as the scribes"; and above all 

3. H
is ability to astonish, his unpredictability, his creativity. Liars and 

lunatics are all so dull and predictable! N
o one w

ho know
s both the 

G
ospels and hum

an beings can seriously entertain the possibility that 
Jesus w

as a liar or a lunatic, a bad m
an. 



 

N
o, the unbeliever alm

ost alw
ays believes that Jesus w

as a good m
an, a 

prophet, a sage. W
ell then, if he w

as a sage, you can trust him
 and believe the 

essential things he says. A
nd the essential thing he says is that he is the divine 

Savior of the w
orld and that you m

ust com
e to him

 for salvation. If he is a sage, 
you m

ust accept his essential teaching as true. If his teaching is false, then he is 
not a sage. 
 The strength of this argum

ent is that it is not m
erely a logical argum

ent about 
concepts; it is about Jesus. It invites people to read the G

ospels and get to know
 

this m
an. The prem

ise of the argum
ent is the character of Jesus, the hum

an 
nature of Jesus. The argum

ent has its feet on the earth. But it takes you to 
heaven, like Jacob's ladder (w

hich Jesus said m
eant him

: G
en 28:12; Jn 1:51). 

Each rung follow
s and holds together. The argum

ent is logically airtight; there is 
sim

ply no w
ay out. 

 W
hat, then, do people say w

hen confronted w
ith this argum

ent? O
ften, they 

sim
ply confess their prejudices: "O

h, I just can't believe that!" (But if it has been 
proved to be true, you m

ust believe it if you really seek the truth!) 
 Som

etim
es, they go aw

ay, like m
any of Jesus' contem

poraries, w
ondering and 

shaking their heads and thinking. That is perhaps the very best result you can 
hope for. The ground has been softened up and plow

ed. The seed has been 
sow

n. G
od w

ill give the increase. 
 But if they know

 som
e m

odern theology, they have one of tw
o escapes. 

Theology has an escape; com
m

on sense does not. C
om

m
on sense is easily 

convertible. It is the theologians, now
 as then, w

ho are the hardest to convert. 
 The 

first escape is the attack of the Scripture "scholars" on the historical 
reliability of the G

ospels. Perhaps Jesus never claim
ed to be divine. Perhaps all 

the em
barrassing passages w

ere inventions of the early C
hurch (say "C

hristian 
com

m
unity"—

it sounds nicer). 
 In that case, w

ho invented traditional C
hristianity if not C

hrist? A
 lie, like a 

truth, m
ust originate som

ew
here. Peter? The tw

elve? The next generation? W
hat 

w
as the m

otive of w
hoever first invented the m

yth (euphem
ism

 for lie)? W
hat 

did they get out of this elaborate, blasphem
ous hoax? For it m

ust have been a 
deliberate lie, not a sincere confusion. N

o Jew
 confuses C

reator w
ith creature, 

G
od w

ith m
an. A

nd no m
an confuses a dead body w

ith a resurrected, living 
one. 
 H

ere is w
hat they got out of their hoax. Their friends and fam

ilies scorned them
. 

Their social standing, possessions, and political privileges w
ere stolen from

 

 

them
 by both Jew

s and R
om

ans. They w
ere persecuted, im

prisoned, w
hipped, 

tortured, exiled, crucified, eaten by lions, and cut to pieces by gladiators. So 
som

e silly Jew
s invented the w

hole elaborate, incredible lie of C
hrisitanity for 

absolutely no reason, and m
illions of G

entiles believed it, devoted their lives to 
it, and died for it—

for no reason. It w
as only a fantastic practical joke, a hoax. 

Y
es, there is a hoax indeed, but the perpetrators of it are the tw

entieth-century 
theologians, not the G

ospel w
riters. 

 The secon
d escape (notice how

 eager w
e are to squirm

 out of the arm
s of G

od 
like a greased pig) is to O

rientalize Jesus, to interpret him
 not as the unique 

G
od-m

an but as one of m
any m

ystics or "adepts" w
ho realized his ow

n inner 
divinity just as a typical H

indu m
ystic does. This theory takes the teeth out of 

his claim
 to divinity, for he only realized that everyone is divine. The problem

 
w

ith that theory is sim
ply that Jesus w

as not a H
indu but a Jew

! W
hen he said 

"G
od", neither he nor his hearers m

eant Brahm
an, the im

personal, pantheistic, 
im

m
anent all; he m

eant Y
ahw

eh, the personal, theistic, transcendent C
reator. It 

is utterly unhistorical to see Jesus as a m
ystic, a Jew

ish guru. H
e taught prayer, 

not m
editation. H

is G
od is a person, not a pudding. H

e said he w
as G

od but not 
that everyone w

as. H
e taught sin and forgiveness, as no guru does. H

e said 
nothing about the "illusion" of individuality, as the m

ystics do. 
 A

ttack each of these evasions—
Jesus as the good m

an. Jesus as the lunatic, Jesus 
as the liar, Jesus as the m

an w
ho never claim

ed divinity, Jesus as the m
ystic—

take aw
ay these flight squares, and there is only one square left for the 

unbeliever's king to m
ove to. A

nd on that square w
aits checkm

ate. A
nd a joyous 

m
ating it is. The w

hole argum
ent is really a w

edding invitation. 
        

✠
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